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storm Hurricane ZETA 

location Akumal, Quintana Roo, Mexico  |  Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, USA 

date 26-28 October 2020 

chasers Josh Morgerman author Josh Morgerman 

 
 

Overview 
 
Hurricane ZETA struck Mexicoôs Yucatan Peninsula on the night of 26-27 October, and then the USAôs 
Middle Gulf Coast during the afternoon and evening of 28 October 2020. 
 
The author was in both impact zones to observe the cycloneôs passage and collect data. Highlights: 
 
Mexico 
 

¶ The author was in Akumal, Quintana Roo (20.3980N 87.3205W), close to the landfall point. 
 

¶ The calm eye passed over this location from ~10:30 or 10:40 to 11:13 pm EST 26 October. 
 

¶ Minimum sea-level pressure recorded here was 979.2 mb at 10:57 pm EST 26 October 
(0357Z 27 October). This was during the passage of the calm eye. 

 
USA 
 

¶ The author was in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi (30.3151N 89.3446W), ~22 n mi SE of the track 
of the hurricaneôs center. 

 

¶ The hurricaneôs destructive E (right) eyewall raked this location from ~7:05 to 7:45 pm CDT. 
 

¶ Minimum sea-level pressure recorded here was 979.6 mb at 7:34 pm CDT 28 October (0034Z 
29 October). This was during the period of destructive winds, as the center made its closest 
approach to the location. 

 

¶ The cycloneôs structure was highly asymmetric in Mississippi. The S half of the core had 
disintegrated, so stormy conditions in Bay St. Louis abruptly ceased by 8 pm CDT, as soon as 
the center pulled N of the town. 

 

 
 

ZETA at 3:37 pm CDT (2037Z) on 28 Octoberðjust before landfall in Louisiana, en route to Mississippi. (GOES-16 image.)
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Locations 
 
The author documented both of Hurricane ZETAôs landfallsðin Mexico and the USA. 
 

Mexico 
 

Chase LocationðAkumal 
 
The author observed the passage of the hurricaneðand collected dataðat 20.3980N 87.3205W. This 
location is a gas station on Highway 307 in Akumal, Quintana Roo. 
 
The National Hurricane Centerôs position updates indicate this location was very close to the track of 
the hurricaneôs center.  
 

Sensor LocationðPlaya del Carmen 
 
Before positioning at the Chase Location (and before the hurricane struck), the author deployed a data 
sensor in his hotel, at 20.6202N 87.0900W. This location is the City Express Suites in Playa del 
Carmen, and itôs ~19 n mi NE of the Chase Location. 
 
This location was ~21 n mi NE of the hurricaneôs track and apparently didnôt go through the eye. 
___ 
 
Figure 1 shows the hurricaneôs track up to and after landfall in Mexico. Figure 2 is a zoomed-in view. 
Both the Chase Location (red star) and Sensor Location (purple hotel symbol) are marked. 
 
 

Figure 1: Chase MapðMexico Landfall 
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Figure 2: Chase MapðMexico Landfall (CLOSE) 
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USA 
 
The author rode out the hurricaneðand collected dataðat 30.3151N 89.3446W. This location is his 
rental cottage in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 
 
The National Hurricane Centerôs position updates indicate this location was ~22 n mi SE of the track of 
the hurricaneôs center. Radar imagery reveals the hurricaneôs intense right eyewall squarely impacted 
this location. 
___ 
 
Figure 3 shows the hurricaneôs track up to and after landfall on the USAôs Middle Gulf Coast. Figures 4 
and 5 are zoomed-in views. The Chase Location is marked with a red star. 
 
 

Figure 3: Chase MapðUSA Landfall 
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Figure 4: Chase MapðUSA Landfall (CLOSER) 
 

 
 
 

Figure 5: Chase MapðUSA Landfall (CLOSEST) 
 

 


